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First and foremost, on behalf of Malaysian Radiation Protection Association (MARPA) and President of AOARP, I am grateful for the opportunity to convey message in Japanese Journal of Health Physics on future further collaboration among the AOARP radiation protection activities across the globe.
The Asian and Oceanic Association for Radiation Protection, AOARP is consists of National Associate Societies in the region of Asia and Oceania. As an international organization this is a very good platform to encourage and stimulate exchange of information among the Associate Societies among the country members such as Japan, Malaysia, Australia, China, Korea, Philippines, India and others. I strongly believe that practitioners of radiation protection of each country could work together to strengthen the activities of each Associate Society and assist in the formation of national radiation protection societies in the region.
As a community of radiation protection professionals, our collaboration among the members of AOARP will upheld the noble cause of contribution towards strengthening radiation protection and safety culture in related industry. From time to time we are facing crucial issues and challenges in regards of radiation and safety issues. For example our Japanese radiation protection colleagues have faced and met challenges in dealing with disaster of Fukushima Daiichi nuclear power plant incident, thus other international radiation protection community has learnt a lot of lessons from their experience. Japan has set an excellent example and role in disseminating information during the critical period.
We learnt a lot that radiation protection is very important and crucial in most radiation application. In strengthening radiation protection, we have to work together and share experience among the members of countries. Radiation protection (RP) can no longer be treated as an isolated practice, different from other societal developments. It is a multidisciplinary task involving different with a strong sense of responsibility for the safety of life and environment.
There were many activities that we have organized among the society and country members since the last few years. In 2006, Malaysian Radiation Protection Association (MARPA) has organized International Symposium on Radiation safety and detection technology (ISORD-6). ISORD have been hosted by different countries with the recent one held in China (2013). With strong support by AOARP, in May 2014, AOCRP-4 has been successfully organised by MARPA in Kula Lumpur. These activities strengthen our society besides disseminate information and sharing experience. I hope we will together support for the next AOCRP-5, in Melbourne, Australia in 2018.
Since 2002, MARPA has played an active part in training of radiation workers in Malaysia which comprise 55% from the medical sectors, 43% in industrial sector and about 2% in non-destructive testing (NDT) sector. Since then, MARPA has coorganised training sessions with Malaysian Nuclear Agency and Atomic Energy Licensing Board (AELB) to keep radiation workers continuously trained and sustain the safety practices at their respective workplaces.
AOARP provides a great platform in organizing gatherings of researchers and practitioners within the country members, I *
